Health care in the United States is in the midst of revolutionary change. Spurred in part by the Affordable Care Act (ACA), forces are reshaping the health care landscape to emphasize prevention, cost control, population health, community-based care, and care coordination. 
Later, at a clinical site, students reinforce and extend their learning as they observe and collect data from 10 patients whose conditions illustrate the concept. "When we meet at the end of the day to discuss the concept, each student has seen 10 patients and looked at that concept in depth in addition to spending time providing direct patient care," says Reid. 
The Value of Integrated Learning

Simulation Can Address the Vagaries of Real Care Settings
The unpredictable nature of hospitals is a long-standing frustration in clinical education.
One solution: simulation, or "sim" labs, which expose students to the clinical scenarios they need when they need them.
Simulation is especially useful for such low- Up to a point. As Skiba acknowledges, in a profession that requires nurses to physically interact with patients to provide most care, the only thing that can be touched when using virtual reality is a computer screen or keyboard.
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The Value of Simulation
University of Texas at El Paso (UTEP) students take part in "Simulated Hospital Day," a four-hour simulation exercise in which students take turns acting as patients. Actual physicians and APRNs make rounds and write orders, while student nurses provide patient care, dispensing medications and using electronic health records.
When Ronnie Stout arrived at UTEP in 2009 to run the school's 54-bed simulation laboratory-one of the biggest in the country-he heard a common complaint: Despite the sophistication of the school's four hightech mannequins, the sim lab still lacked the realism of a hospital unit.
Additionally, each mannequin required a computer to run it, a camera to record the students' interactions, and in some cases, a dedicated technician. So UTEP turned its sim lab into a simulated hospital. What's in it for the host facility?
Hospitals and other health care facilities get to train students in accordance with their own specific policies and gain an advantage in recruiting the students after graduation and licensure.
What's in it for the nursing school?
Since the host facility provides the clinical instructors, the school can increase enrollment without increasing costs, or maintain the same enrollment but operate with slightly fewer clinical faculty.
The Value of Partnerships
A student (at far right) assists a resident with the help of a certified nursing assistant (CNA) at this long-term care facility run by the Marquis
Companies. Students in the adult and elder health care course at the University of Portland School of Nursing spend six weeks paired with CNAs on this Dedicated Education Unit. While CNAs perform various tasks, the university's clinical faculty coordinator helps the students learn about geriatric care. As a CNA is turning a resident over in bed, for example, a student nurse might conduct a skin assessment; or while a CNA takes a resident for a walk, a student nurse can observe the person's gait and mobility to assess his or her neurological health.
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